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01 
Petit, Antoine 
Rapports en faveur de l'inoculation. Lûs à la Faculté de Médecine de Paris, & 
imprimés par son ordre.  
[Paris]: Chez Dessain Junior, 1766.  
Two volumes; octavos. Original rough wrappers (21.5 cm.), with waste-manuscript to versos. Light staining to wraps. 
Title above taken from collective half-title page to first volume; otherwise: Premier [-seconde] rapport en faveur de 
l ’inoculation, lû dans l ’Assemblée de la Faculté de Médicine de Paris, en l ’année 1764 [-1766], & imprimé par son ordre. 
Contents: xiv, 147 pages / [8], 242, [2] pages. Light damp-staining to pages, with clean-tear (no loss) to pp. 55-56 of 
second volume; otherwise, a well-preserved set of this uncommon work in original wrappers. 
Sold 
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Voltaire, 1727: “On dit doucement, dans l'Europe chrétienne, que les Anglais sont des fous et des 
enragés: des fous, parce qu'ils donnent la petite vérole à leur enfans, pour les empêcher de l'avoir; 
des enragés, parce qu'ils communiquent de gaité de coeur à ces enfans une maladie certaine et 
affreuse, dans la vue d'un mal incertain.” 

The British had started to embrace the practice of variolation—inoculation to smallpox via 
exposure to minute quantities of the virus—as early as 1821, when Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
advocated for widespread use amidst a fresh outbreak in London, having earlier variolated her 
son in Constantinople, where the practice was commonplace. The French, however (as per 
Voltaire above), remained skeptical, and inoculation was unevenly pursued. 

It wasn't until 1763, amidst another smallpox epidemic—and a heated debate surrounding the 
costs/benefits of voluntarily exposing someone to a lethal pathogen—that the leading French 
Court ordered a prohibition on further inoculations, pending opinions that they commissioned 
from the Faculties of Theology and of Medicine at the Université de Paris. 

Early-on, the Committee from the Faculty of Medicine split-off into two rival groups; pro and 
con. Representing the opinion of the pro-inoculation faction, Antoine Petit would read two 
separate reports to the Faculty in 1764 and 1766 (both published in this two volume set in 1766). 
With the first Report, Petit focused on using well-reasoned—and accessible—discourse to refocus 
the Public away from the emotionality of the debate, and to focus instead on the (national) ideal 
of Public Health, and the benefits that a future without smallpox could bring. With the second 
Report, Petit and his colleagues addressed the specific concerns of the Ant' Inoculistes; including a 
post-script addressing their popular talking-point concerning the breakthrough infection of 
Madame la Duchesse de Bouffleurs (who managed to acquire “natural smallpox” despite having 
previously been inoculated). Ultimately, in 1768, a majority of the Medical Faculty would 
respond to the Parlement Court with a ruling in favour of the public adoption of inoculation, 
albeit without universal mandates. 

With 5 OCLC records discovered in North America; uncommon to the trade. 
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02 
Pinel, Philippe / Thouret, Michel-Augustin 
Rapport du Comité Central de Vaccine, établi a Paris par la Société des Souscripteurs 
pour l'examen de cette découverte.  
Paris: Chez Mme Ve Richard / Impr de Guilleminet, 1803.  
Octavo. 19th century binding; half-leather over speckle-papered boards (20 cm.), with leather lettering piece to spine 
and simple gilt ruling. With bookplate to front pastedown (Bibliothèque de M. de Barante) and associated shelf-
marks. Contents: xiv, [2], 460 pages. Includes lists of the members of the Société des Souscripteurs and of the 
Committee's 500+ medical correspondents, along with mortality tables for previous smallpox epidemic in Paris. 
Crisp and bright; this copy preserved in remarkable condition. 
850 USD 
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With Edward Jenner's discovery happening in the midst of the French Revolutionary Wars, it 
took some time before the smallpox vaccine would successfully cross the English Channel. Key to 
this migration was the return of the Duke de La Rochefoucauld-Liancort from exile; with the 
Duke soon-after organizing a Society committed to a thorough investigation of Jenner's vaccine 
claims (composed of the likes of Talleyrand and Lucien-Bonaparte). 

Thus, under the august direction of Philippe Pinel and Michel-Augustin Thouret, the Société 
commissioned a Comité Central de Vaccine in 1800 to commence rigorous experimentation of 
the vaccine’s safety and efficacy, whilst organizing (and directing logistics for) Paris’ first free 
vaccination clinic for volunteers. 

Here, after three years of successful study, the Comité was prepared to issue its final report, 
confidently recommending the adoption of the English innovation. The report being prefaced by 
a letter of approval from Jean-Antoine Chaptal, as Revolutionary Minister of the Interior. 

With a dozen OCLC records discovered in North America. 

03 
Parfait, [ J.] / (Rousseau, Jean-Jacques) 
Mon journal de l'an 1807, ou Voila les gens du 18me. siècle. De la vaccine, etc. etc... 
[Bound with]: Reflexions historiques et critiques sur les dangers de la variole naturelle; 
sur les différentes méthodes de traitement; sur les avantages de l'inoculation et les 
succès de la vaccine, pour l'extinction de la variole.  
Paris: Chez Allut / Chez l'Auteur et a l'Imprimerie des Hospices Civils, 1808/[1805].  
Octavo. Two works later-bound together (in reverse chronological order); leather spine with gilt ornamentation & 
lettering piece ("Parfait / Vaccine") and marbled boards (20.5 cm.). Contents: [2], ii, 221, [1] pages [with p. 153 
erroneously appearing as 253] / [2], 96 pp.; illustrated towards end by 4 pp. of forms from the Bureau de la Societé 
de la Vaccine. Preserved in Fine condition. 
950 USD 
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Two early—and quite animated—pro-vaccine works from J. Parfait, doctor to the Prince of 
Neuchâtel and one of the key members in the experimental vaccination clinic of Philippe Pinel 
and Michel-Augustin Thouret’s Comité Central de Vaccine in Paris. 

In the first-bound work (Mon journal de l ’an 1807—ou, Voila les gens du 18me. siècle) Parfait 
documents his philosophes-fuelled incredulity, in the face of the anti-vaccination sentiment that 
was spreading throughout Europe; taking particular aim at three recently-translated English 
critiques of Jenner (from William, Rowley, and Moseley), which he accuses of misinformation. 
With clear anxiety for a post-truth culture, Parfait returns to the theme of education-as-practice, 
reproducing a 1764 letter from Rousseau on the matter. 

The second-bound work was first published in much-shorter form (23 pp.) as Parfait’s thesis in 
1804. In addition to offering rich anecdotes from the earliest French vaccination campaign, it’s 
notable for preserving the prospectus of the Societé pour l ’extinction de la petite-vérole en France par 
la propagation de la vaccine, as well as a number of vaccination documents/forms from the Bureau 
de la Societé de la Vaccine (Ministère de l’Intérieur). 

Somewhat curiously: both works conclude with odes to Joseph Berchaux, the author of the 
eponymous work La gastronomie (1801). 

For the first work: 3 OCLC records discovered (NLM, Yale, and Hamburg); not in BnF. NB: 
although it’s stated as second edition to title page, there is no record of a first. For the second 
work, OCLC records 5 copies; three of those outside of the Continent (Wellcome, Harvard, 
NLM). 

04 
Buniva, Michele 
Istruzione pratica sulla maniera la piu’ conveniente di estrarre, conservare, trasportare 
ed inocular il vaccino. 
Torino: Stamperia Dipartimentale, 1809. 
Pamphlet. Plain contemporary wrappers (21 cm.), with ink stains to front panel (not showing-through). Contents: 
42 pages, followed by [2] pp. of forms; quite mild foxing. Text in Italian, save for forms in French. 
600 USD 
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With the smallpox vaccine dependent on successfully extracting biological material from 
livestock infected with cowpox, Jenner's discovery required logistical innovation before it could 
begin to show population-level benefits. (One of the reasons for the slow uptake of the vaccine in 
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France: four failed attempts at successfully importing, transporting, and administering the 
vaccine). 

Reporting to the Commissione centrale di Vaccina in Turin, the Italian vaccine pioneer (and 
veterinarian) Michele Buniva, here details a step-by-step series of practical measures to secure a 
stable supply of “perfect” (as opposed to false or bastard) vaccine for Piedmont—from the 
minutiae of extracting materials from infected cows, to developing standards for transportation, 
conservation, and human inoculation. 

Bound at rear: two sample forms from the Département du Pô (printed in French), for officials 
to use in registering individual vaccinations and smallpox infections. 

Scarce. With 3 OCLC records discovered in North America (NLM, Yale, UCLA); only a single 
Italian copy located via SBN. 

05 
Ponta, Gioachino / (Bodoni, Giambattista) 
Il trionfo della vaccinia. Poema di Gioachino Ponta, genovese.  
Parma: Co' Tipi Bodoniani, 1810.  
Quarto. Half-leather over marbled boards (23.5 cm.), with gilt lettering and ornamentation to spine. With armorial 
bookplate of Dimitrij Petrovich, Comte de Boutourlin to front pastedown; additional ownership ticket to front 
endpaper. Contents: [12], 302, [2] pages. Minor foxing to preliminaries, otherwise a remarkably clean copy; from an 
edition of 250. 
600 USD 
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From the final years of Giambattista Bodoni’s output; an impassioned didactic poem on the 
triumph of the smallpox vaccine, of which Jenner himself noted in a letter: “I have very lately 
received from Italy, a poem Il trionfo della vaccinia, by Gioachino Ponta, who, I hope, is a bard of 
celebrity, for he has spun it out to between 4,000 and 5,000 lines. It is beautifully printed, at the 
famous press of Bodoni at Parma. Knowing nothing of the language in which it is written, it lies 
before me in tantalizing shape. I shall bring it to town. If it is a good thing, cannot we transform 
it into English?” 

Dedicated by Ponta to Joachim Murat (then-known as Gioacchino Napoleone, King of Naples), 
Ponta’s poem unfolds across five cantos (with lengthy appendices of footnotes)—in which he 
sings of the origins and spread of smallpox, the practice of variolation (“la cura arabica”), the 
bourgeoning understanding of infectious diseases (including syphilis), and finally, Jenner’s 
discovery of the vaccine and its adoption, both throughout Europe and locally.  

Despite Jenner's curiosity, the poem was not translated into English. 

With 14 OCLC records discovered in North America; this copy issuing from the famous library 
of Dimitrij Petrovich, Comte de Boutourlin. 
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06 
Gensana, Tommaso 
Dottrina vaccinica in dialoghi. Compilata e pubblicata per ordine del Signor Prefetto 
della Stura.  
Cuneo, [Piemonte]: Presso Pietro Rossi, Stampatore della Prefettura, 1812.  
Pamphlet. Later marbled wrappers (21 cm.). Previous owner's blind-stamp to title page. Contents: 8, 55, [1] pages. 
Dedication to Augusto Giuseppe de la Vieuville (Napoleonic Prefect) written in French; remainder of text in Italian. 
With often-lengthy contemporary annotations to margins. 
450 USD 
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A doctor from Saluzzo, Tommaso Gensana had delivered an impassioned speech against anti-
vaxxers to the Società d’Agricoltura in 1808 (published in the following year as Del vajuolo 
vaccino...). As follow-up, the local Napoleonic Prefect asked Gensana to compose a didactic text 
that could function as discursive antidote to the anti-vaccine rhetoric; with Gensana here offering 
his “catéchisme de vaccine: clair, précis, écrit dans la langue la plus familière au peuple, et par le 
moyen duquel on répandrait aisément la connaissance de tout ce qu'il y a d'essentiel à savoir sur 
ce spécifique…” 

The text is organized in question-and-answer format, covering general principles of vaccine 
science, concerns over safety and symptoms, as well as specific curiosities (such as how cowpox is 
extracted and conserved). 

This copy enhanced by a contemporary reader, whose quite-detailed notes engage with Gensana's 
text; sometimes skeptically, with cross-references. 

Scarce. With a single OCLC record discovered (BnF); another six Italian copies via SBN. 

07 
Victor Emmanuel I, King of Sardinia 
Lettres-patentes par lesquelles Sa Majesté donne des dispositions générales 
relativement à la vaccine. [Followed by]: Réglement sur la vaccine.  
Chambéry: Chez Pierre Albera, 1er juillet 1819.  
Folio document; 16 pages. Cover page illustrated after arms of Kingdom of Sardinia. Some light staining to final 
pages. Text in French. 
Sold 
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A letters-patent document issued by Victor Emmanuel I, outlining the administrative structure 
and protocols via which the Kingdom of Sardinia would attempt to eradicate smallpox through 
vaccination.  

Considers: measures to maintain supply and distribution, the development of free vaccination 
programmes for the poor and orphans, the maintenance of a central registry, and the 
establishment of vaccine passports (“certificats”). Anyone involved in the Colleges—or the 
educational and charitable systems more broadly—were hereby given six months to acquire a 
vaccine passport (or to prove natural immunity), or face expulsion. 

With no OCLC records discovered; neither in BnF nor SBN. 

08 
Emiliani, Luigi 
Risultamenti della vaccinazione praticata in Bologna dall'anno 1802 a tutto l'anno 
1822… diretti ai parrochi, ai capi di famiglia, a tutti quelli che hanno cura della 
pubblica o privata educazione. 
Bologna: Annesio Nobili, 1822 [but 1823]. 
Large octavo in vellum boards (21 cm.); some splaying. Contents: [2], viii, 3-234, [2] pages. Illustrated after a dozen 
tables, and two hand-coloured folding plates bound at rear, featuring four figures. Some dampstains to plates, with 
flyspecking mostly to versos. 
850 USD 
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Dedicated to fathers and educators—who he names as the protectors of the nation’s most 
important “natural resource;” i.e. the health of the next generation—Dr. Luigi Emiliani here 
offers counsel on the merits of vaccination (and dispels the arguments of its critics), based on his 
twenty years of experience. Said experience is rendered quite concrete—with almost shocking 
disregard for privacy—through the twelve double-paged tables that display the names, ages, and 
locales of the 85 patients whose vaccinations he oversaw during that period. 

The work concludes with two striking plates depicting infected children, which Emiliani offers as 
annotated reference—so that guardians can distinguish between smallpox and chickenpox, and 
can monitor the progress of the vaccine’s normal 14 day course of symptoms (with a rather clever 
instance of information visualization; as the symptoms progress upwards, along the child’s arm). 

Called to the Chair in Clinical and Practical Medicine at the University of Modena in 1823, 
Emiliani would publish a dozen works on epidemiology and infectious diseases. 

With 9 OCLC records discovered in North America; some of those records only noting a single 
folding plate. 
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09 
Bufalini, Maurizio 
Intorno all’ utilità della vaccinazione. Discorso diretto al popolo.  
Ancona: Tipografia Baluffi, 1835.  
Pamphlet. Contemporary purple wrappers (20 cm.). Contents: 24 pages. 
350 USD 
http://www.paperbooks.ca/inventory/17626.jpg 

In the same year that the celebrated doctor Maurizio Bufalini received the Chair in Clinical 
Medicine at Santa Maria Nuova in Florence, he was commissioned by the Magistrate of Ancona 
to write this tract—“con parole di amore”—to reassure citizens of the efficacy of vaccines. 

Bufalini—who would help usher in an evidence-based approach to medical education—here 
addresses a popular anxiety about the potential failure of Jenner’s vaccine, amidst a resurgence of 
smallpox infections, even amongst the vaccinated. While mentioning the dangers of “false” 
vaccination (from failed batches), Bufalini spends the majority of the text introducing his readers 
to statistical/probabilistic thinking (to overcome the hyperboles of the anecdotal). 

Scarce. With single OCLC record discovered (Wellcome); another 2 Italian copies in SBN. 

10 
(Buniva, Michele) / De-Rolandis, G. M.  
Cenni necrologici sopra il Professore Michele Buniva, membro dell' Istituto R. di 
Francia ed introduttore del vaccino in Piemonte ecc., ecc., ecc. 
Torino: Stamperia Speriani, 1835.  
Pamphlet. Plain green wrappers. Contents: 20 pages; gatherings un-opened. 
150 USD 
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A concise biography of the celebrated Buniva, published in the year following his death (the text 
first appearing in the Repertorio medico-chirurgico del Piemonte). Addressing his roles as vaccine 
pioneer, veterinarian, instructor, medical practitioner, and public health official. With a list of his 
Society memberships/awards and a bibliography. 

With single OCLC record discovered (Lyon); an additional 6 Italian copies via SBN. 
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